NATURE IN GREEK POETRY

the Aegean, lie in the middle of the plain of Ecbalana.
Farewell renowned Erctria, once our fatherland;
farewell Athens, the neighbour of Euboca,; farewell
dear sea!' (Anth. Pal., vii. 256.) Occasionally, also, we
find expression of the love of an ocean prospect, of the
landscape where land and sea meet, and of gardens
and vineyards by the shore. The following is by
Mnasalcas, in his sharp, austere style: * Let us stand
by the low beach of the spray-scattering sea, looking
upon the sacred place of Cypris of the Sea, and the
fountain shadowed with poplars, from which the
shrill halcyons draw water with their bills'
(Anth. Pal, ix. 333).

The palace gardens of the Heracum, opposite
Constantinople, thus commend themselves in the
words of Arabius: c I am full of waters and
gardens and groves and vines, and the gladness
of the neighbouring sea; fisherman and farmer,
from either hand, stretch out to me pleasant
gifts from sea and land; those that stay in me
are cheered either by the song of a bird or the
sweet voice of ferrymen' (Anth. Pal., ix. 667).

It is fitting that Achilles should rest within hearing
of the waves. So thinks our anonymous writer:
'The tomb of Achilles, the breaker of the ranks, which
once the Achaeans reared, a terror even for Trojans
yet to be. It leans sea-ward that so the son of the
sea-nymph Thetis may be honoured by the groaning
of the waters' (Anth. Pal., vii. 142). Compare with
this the grim feeling which inspires the misanthropic
Timon in Shakespeare to make his grave by the
sea:

c Say to Athens,

Timon hath made his everlasting mansion

Upon the beached verge of the salt flood,,
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